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	LESSON PLAN: DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS- VARIOUS MEANS OF EXPRESSION
 

	Subject
	Social Sciences, Sociology, Civics, Film as Literature, World Current Events {Global Issues}, Critical Thinking


	Lesson Title
	Democracy and Human Rights
– means of expression: Padlet, ppt presentations, articles


	Lesson Objectives

	Students will be able to:
· define 'human rights'
· list some basic human rights and analyse a human rights violation
· define democracy and compare and contrast spectators and participants
· discuss possible results of inaction on important issues
· read articles about civil society, civic responsibility, patriotism
 Students will watch the movie "Freedom writers" and identify means of tolerance above any stereotype or race which are shown in the film; afterwards they will write an article about it. 


	Description

	Nothing appears to be more important as the personal freedom. In the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), a milestone document in the history of human rights, Article 1  says: “All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights” while Article 2 becomes more specific :” Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.” 
Articles for groups to be read and summarize about the importance of civic responsibility in a democracy.

	Preparation

	
Print one copy of the human rights quotes http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
Cut up, and stick to the classroom walls (gallery-style).
Prepare the movie "Freedom writers" for watching, or, alternatively, the book "The Freedom Writers Diary:  How a Teacher and 150 Teens Used Writing to Change Themselves and the World Around Them".

	Summary of Tasks/actions

	· In order to give practice in discussing and personalising concepts related to human rights, in general, and tolerance, in particular, students are asked to present their opinion about the movie "Freedom writers” and how characters’  relationships and attitude have developed. 
· The students will summarize an article and present to their classmates.  
· They will read and discuss quotes about democracy by the founding fathers.
· The students will talk about  the main differences among the main types/forms of democracy, and the fact that in a democracy, citizens hold some level of power and authority, and they participate actively in the political, or decision-making, process of their government (the importance of civic responsibility in a democracy).


	Assignment

	There have been imagined different ways of expression for this theme:
Students have expressed the values of the Democracy, by creating  a Padlet, that can be seen here.
They also expressed the theme through a ppt. presentation about:
· Democracy in the E.U., 
· Values of  Democracy,  
· Individual liberty, 
· Factors considered threat to Democracy, which can be seen here. 
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 Students are going to write an article about the movie "Freedom writers" and identify means of tolerance above any stereotype or race which are shown in the movie.

	Materials / Equipment

	–	Quotes about Democracy
–	a copy of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
–	Padlet 
–	ppt. template 
–	computer
–	Internet access to watch the movie "Freedom writers"






